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Hon. W, H. KITS0OX: 1 cannot aceept
that seriously., 1 regret the Government
have not seen fit to go on with that pro-
posal, and I repeat my objection to the
tact that no mention of it appears in the
Speech. 1 hope it does not mean that the
Government have overlooked so important
i guestion.

Hen, JJ. Nicholson: [ looks like it.

Hon., W. H. KITSON: I trust that the
Engineer in Chief will soon be able to sub-
mit his =cheme to the Government, and that
it will be adopted. 1t the present poliey
of the Government ix earried into cffeet, [
believee that during the next three years,
as was the gase in the previous three vears,
it will lead to a more rapid expansion of
oy country aress and to the inereasing
prosperity of our people generally. It is
my earnesl hope that their efforts will he
received by this Chamber i a proper spirit,
and that members will endeavour to assist
the Co'lier Government in their efforts to
further the interests of ihis State.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West} [3.50]: T for-
mally second the motion.
On motion hy Hon. J. Cornell, debate

adjourned.

Honse udjonrned at 4 p.m.

Tegislative Hosembly,
Thursday, 28th July, 1927.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMELY.

The Legislative Assembly met at noon,
pursnant to proclamation by His Excel-
leney the Governor, which proelamation
was read hy the Clerk (Mr. A. R. Grantl.

MESSAGE—OPENING BY COMMIS-
SIONER.

A message from the Commissioner ap-
puinted by the Governor to do all things
necessary for the opening of Parliament
reuested ihe attendance of members of
the Legi-lative Assembly in the Legzislative
Couneil Chammber. Hon. members having
acveordingly proceeded to that Chamber and
heard the Commission read, they returned
to the As=sembly Chamber.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

11is Honour the Chief Justice (8ir Robert
Furse MeMillan) having been commissioned
hy the Governor appeared in the Assembly
Chamnber to administer to members the
oath of allepiance to Ilis Majesty the King.

The 1'levk produced election writs show-
ing the return of 30 members; also a writ
for the by-election for Hannans,

With the following exceptions all the
members elected were present and teok and
subseribed fhe oath as required by statute
and signed the roll:—Mr. C. F. J. North
(Clavemoent), Hon. J. ¢!, Willeock |Gerald-
ton), Hon. (i, Taylor (Mt. Margaret), Hon.
A MeCallum (South Fremantle).

ELECTION OF SFEAKER.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Joulder) [12.47] addressing the Clerk
said: Mr. Grant, as it now becomes neces-
sary to proceed to the election of a
Speaker, T move—

That the [lon. Thomas Walker do take the
Chair of this Hounse as Speaker,
My, PANTON (Menzies):

I'remier’s motion.

[Ton, T. WALKER (Kanowna): T thank
memberz for the honour it is proposed to
confer upon me., and submit myself to the
will of the House.

T serond the

There heinz ne other nomination,

The SPEAKER-ELECT, having Dbeen
conducted to the Chair by the mover and
seconder nf the motion, said: T de not pro-
pose to de more than express my sineere
cratitude for the honour members have
done me. T hope in this position T shall re-
tain their zoodwill, and that the sessions
that are to come will be as pleasant to me
as Speaker as those over which T have
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presided in the past in the capacity of
Speaker. T thank hon. members,

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [12.52] : Mr,
Speaker, your election to the distinguished
position you now occupy is an eloquent
testimony of the high regard in which you
are held by members of this Chamber. This
is the second oceasion on which you have
keen elected to this post of honoar, and to
preside over the deliberations of the House,
Seeing that on this occasion the Chamber
comprizes 94 per cent. of those who were
members of it in the last Parliaent, I feal
sure that the absolute unanimity that has
been shown in your clection of Speaker to-
day must be a source of great gratification
to yourself. Your previous occupaney of
the position was characterised by serupu-
lous fairness, conrtesy and sound judgment,
and these and the other gualities you pos-
sess form a happy avgury for the future
conduet of the business of this House.
Your long Parliamentary experience, and
vour profound knowledge of Parliamentary
practice and procedure, will be of great
service to the House in its deliberations.
On behalf of hon. members I heartily con-
eratulate you upon your re-election.

HON, SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [12.53]: On hehalf of members sit-
ting on this side of the House T desire to
offer you, Sir, my congratulations upon your
re-appointment to the position of Speaker.
T hope that the three vears that lie before
vou will be pleasant, and that you will
have as little trouble as von experienced n
the previous three vears. So long as the
Opposition is constituted as it is, vou will
have an easy time. Of course, if we change
over I cannot offer any guarantee for the
peacefulness of the Iouse. We are very
glad to sce vou back in the Chair, and hope
vou will have a happy time.

MR, THOMSON (Katanning) [1254]: [
desire to congratulate vou, Sir, upon your
re-appointment to the honourable position
that you oceupied during the previous three
vears. I wish to assure vou of the loyal
support of the section of this House of which
I have the honour to be the Leader. I feel
confident that during the next three years
vou will endeavour, as you did before, to
hold the seales of jnstice evenly for all mem-
bers, and that we may look forward to a
happy three years under vour direction.

We ean count upon your giving justice to
all sections of the Chamber. [ have much
pleasure in supporting the remarks of pre-
vious speakers, and in congratulating you
upon having again been appointed as
Speaker of this honourable House.

THE SPEAKER ELECT: I do not
think it is necessary (o add to what [ have
alveady said. | am very grateful for the
honour hen. mewbers have unanimously
paid to me. Members of the Governnient,
the Leader of the Opposition, and the
Leader of the Country Party have given me
hope that my time here daring the coming
sessions will e pleasant and agreeable, not
only to myselt but fo all memhers of the
Chamber.

PRESENTATION OF SPEAKER
ELECT.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [12.65]: I desire to inform the
House that His FExcelleney the Governor
will receive the Speaker and myself at 1
p-m. 1t has been the usual practice for a
immher of members to accompany the
Speaker to Government House, but I am
advised that His Exeelleney is ill this morn-
ing and it is deemed preferable that only
the Speaker and myself should attend upon
him,

Nitting suspended from 1246 to 1.15 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER: 1 have to report that
I have submitted mys=elf o His Exeel-
lency the Governor and that His Fxcelleney
has been pleased to express his satisfaction
at the choice of the Assembly in the follow-
ing terms:—

The Houn. the Speaker of the Legislative
Assemhly —It is with muoch pleasure that I
learn that vou have been clected by the
members of the Legislative Assembly to the
high and honourable office of Speaker of
that House. 1 have every confidence that
vou will fill the offiec in a worthy and digni-
fied manner. and T have the honour to affirm
the cowstitutional rights and privileges
kitherto enjoved by the Legwslative Assembly
of this Statr. (Signed) William Rohert
Campion, Governor.

His Excellency has alse been pleased to give
me a eomunision lo swear in members of this
House.,

Sitting suspended from 1.17 to 255 p.am.
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SWEARING IN OF MEMBER.

Mr. North (Claremont) took and sub-
sevibell the oath, and signed the roll.

SUMMONS FROM THE GOVERNOR.

Mr. Bpeaker and lon. members, in re-
sponse to summons, proeeeded to the Legis-
tative Council and, baving heard His Excel-
leney deliver the opening  Speech  (vide
Couneil report ante), returned to the Legis-
lative Assembly Chamber. Ar. Speaker re-
sume:} the Chair,

QUESTION—TRAYFIC REGULATION—
PERTH-COTTESLOE TAXI SER-
VICE.

Mr. NORTH (without notice) asked the
Minister for Works: 1, Is he aware that in
last Febreoary the Minister for Works prom-
tsed the aties conceined that he would not
enforec the new regulations regarding the
Perth-Uottesloe taxi service until the parties
interested had had an opportunity of plac-
ing their views before the 'Bus Routes Ad-
visory Committee. 2, Wil he, therefore,
suspend the operation of taxi route 55,
which is specified for Cottesloe as from
the 1st MNugust, until he has heard represen-
tations from the local hodies concerned.

Ion. J. CUNNINGHAM (Ilonorary Min-
ixter—for the Minister for Works), replied:
1, 1 lave secen a Press report to that cffect.
2, Arrangements can he made for the local
authorities to place their views before the
Advizory Committee, but in the meantime
the taxi owners must eonform lo the regnia-
Lioms,

BILL—NORTHAM MUNICIPAL ICE
WORKS ACT AMENDMENT.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Cellier—
Boulder) [3.30]: Tn order to assert and
mainfain the nndonbted rizhts and privi-
leges of this House to initiate legislation, T
move, wilthout notice, for leave to introduce
a Bill entitled “An Aet to amend the Nor-
tham Munieipal Tee Works Act.”

Leave given; Bill introduced and read a
first time,

THE GOVERNOER’S OPENING
SPEECH.
Mr, SPEARKER: In company with hon.
membhers of this (Chamber, T attended is
Excellency the Governor in the Legislative
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Council Chamber to hear the Speeech His
Excellency was pleased to deliver to both
Houses of Parlimment. Yor greater acewr-
acv I have had printed copies of the Speech
distributed amongst members of this Cham-
ber.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.

MR. J. J. KENNEALLY (East Perth)
[3.35): I move—

That the foiiowing address be presented io
tlis Excellenty in reply to the Speech he has
been pleased to deliver to Parliament:—
“May it please Your Exeelleney. We, the
members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of the State of Western Austra-
lin in Parlioment assembled, beg to express
our lovalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for the Speech

you have been pleased to deliver to Parlia-
ment, "’

Prior to dealing with matters refeired to in
the Governor’s Speech, 1 desive to add my
eongratulations to those already offered vou,
Myr. Speaker, on your re-election to the posi-
tion you now occupy. May I, at the same
time, also congratulate the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition on their re-eleetion
to their respective offices.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Well, T do not
know that I am much obliged to you!

Mr. KENNEALLY: We all hope—I
ihink the majority of the House will agree
with me—that (he Premier and Leader of
the Opposition will long be spared te eon-
tinue to oceupy their respective posts!

Hon. W. J. George: There must he some
rearrangement.

Mr. Teesdale: The memhber for BEast Perth
is most facetious for a start!

Mr, KEXNXEALLY: 1 was glad to bear
the Leader of the Opposition, when con-
gratulating Mr, Speaker on his re-election,
axpress the wish that you, Sir, would con-
tinue to occupy that position for the next
three vears. T take it that that hon. mem-
her, like others oecupying seats in this
Chamber, realises {hat the Governor’s Speech
indicates that all those things it was said
would happer to Western Australia if Lab-
our were permitted to rule, have proved un-
trne. As a matter of faet, His Excellency’s
Speech shows that progress has heen made
in whatever direction one may look.

Mr. Thomson : Tn spite of Governments.
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Mr. Corboy: And not hecause of your
help, any way.

Mr. KENNEALLY: s the member for
Katanning referred to “Governments,” and
not to one Government, his interjection was
all the better. As time goes on, and an
opportunity is provided for the develop-
ment of Labour’s poliey, the people will
realise, despite what the member for Katan-
ning has referred to as “Crovernments,” that
the justification for past predietions has not
heen proved. After all, he was partly cor-
rect in that he referred to Governments
prior to the presenti Administration.
Thronghout the @overnor's Speech there
are references to rvecords that have been
established during the regime of the pre-
sent Govermment. When we look at the
harvest returns, we discover that a record
has been achieved. There is also a record
recarding the area stripped for grain.

My, Mann: Do you give the Government
credit for the good season?

Mr. KENNEALLY : There is also a re-
vord regarding the number of sheep in the
country.

Mr. Mann: Ts that to be placed to the
eredit of the Government, too?

Mr. KENNFEALLY: There is also a re-
cord regarding wool production; a record
in fruit exports, and so on. Where are those
people who said that if Labour were to gain
power, nothing but tuin would follow in
Western Australia? Where are those crities
now?

Mr. Panton: They are silent.

My, KENNEALLY: I ean visualise what
will happen in the future. Let hon. mem-
bers remember the period when another Gov-
ernment left office with a mythieal surplus
of £13,000 to the eredit of the Treasury. As
a matter of fact, it required a very power-
ful mieroseope indeed to discover that sur-
plus, and even with the aid of that instru-
ment it was impossible to satisfactorily dis-
cover the exeess. I recollect that the present
Leader of the Opposition and other hon.
members were aceustomed o ask the Pre-
mier of the day questions such as, “Where
is the surplus?”, “What have you done with
it?? Thev put those fueries over and over
again until it almost seemed that the suar-
plus could be =een bulging out of Ministers’
pockets. Now ¥ expeet to hear, during the
course of the session, variows hon. members
asking the Premier the cquestions. “What
have yvou done with the deficit?”, “Where is
it?", “Why have you taken from me that

wlich I bave been in the habit of plaving
with for vears? We must all realise that
the loss ot the deficit means that the pas-
time of some hon. members has been taken
away from them. 8o long as it is for the
benefit of the country, no doubt the Leader
of the Opposition will be prepared to pul
up with the lozs.

Hon. W. J. George: The interests of
Western Australia come first in our poli-
fics,

My, KENNEALLY: 1 hope so, und 1
hope the hon. member will realise that faet
as the Address-in-reply debate proceeds. I
trust, if time perwits, when the long ques-
tionaire thal seems to be so popular with
some hon. members at the opening of
Parliament, is disposed of, legislation that
hon. members will be asked to give
attention to will be directed at giving
the relief necessary from the point of
view of those represented by members sit-
ting on the Government side of
the IMTouse. The Governor's Speech referred
to the question of group settlement.
A fair amount of public funds has been
suitk in that scheme, and unfortunately
it has to be admitted that a considerable
portion of that money is lost. The amalga-
mation of some of the groups is long over-
due. As one who has had an opportunity of
inspecting the various groups, 1 eannot but
express the conviction, first, that an amal-
gamalion of some of the holdings must take
place, and, secondly, no matter what Gov-
ernment may be in charge of the Treasury
beneh, Ministers will have to give considera-
lion to the cuestion of writing off some of
the money that has heen sunk in connection
with the group sectilement seheme. If peo-
ple are to be asked {o make a living with a
lond of debl hanging round their necks, they
will not have the ehanee of doing so. No
matter what Government may be blamed for
the conditions under which the groups exist
now, and apart from the blaming ol amy
Governwent in partientar for the selection
of the land on which gioujs have been
Maced, land on which such groups should
never have been locnted, it is obvious that
attention has to be given to the whole ques-
tion, and it is equally obvious that thore
must be some writing off of debts ineurred.
I trust that an early oppoertunitv will be
taken bv the Giovernment to introduce a Bill
in this Chamher to provide for State insnr-
ance. In view of the experience of hon.
members. of this House, and also of people
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outside the Chamber regarding insuranee
matters, the time is ripe for the Government
to introduce a sysiem of State insurance.
In auy discussion that takes place regard-
ing thut question, it must be realised that a
system of Slate insurance is not the per-
quizite of any particular party in polities. 11
we Juok aronnd Australia and to countries
beyvond the Commonwenlth, we find that
State in-urance has been in operafion in
counlries that have not experienced ihe rule
of Lalour Governments at all. In view of
thal faect, I hope when such a Bill is intro-
doeed in this Chamber, it will be discussed
from the standpoint of the interests of the
ecountiv and not from a purely party point
of view. L notice that references are made in
the (overnor’s Speeeh to the conferences
ihat have taken place in Melbourne, at which
the tinancial relationship between the Com-
monwealth and the States was reviewed.
Ever since Federation was accomplished the
question of financial relationships between
the Commonwealth and the BStates has
caused eonsiderable anxiety to those charged
wilh the wuidance of State afiairs. [ hope
it will he founa that the conference just con-
eluded  has  suceeeded in formulating a
scheme whereby the dislrust that has pre-
viowsly existed will disappear.  Still, it
would be wrong to purchase temporary re-
spite trom Bnancial diflienlties at the ex-
penze of possible permanent finaneial par-
alvsis. Noch a possibility, T hope, will not
oceur, but it is one against which we must
guard. Beecanse of that T hope the Premier
and his Ministers will see that the guestion
is introduced in a non-party spirt so that
members may he able to diseuss it fully,
analyse the proposals and consider whether
they are in the best interests of the State.
If we are going to adopt a system that will
prove a suceéssful substitute for the per
eapita paviments, we must he free to diseuss
it apart from party polities.

Mr. Mann: You shonld have given the
Premier his instruetions earlier.

Ay, KENNEALLY : T hope the Premier
will never find himeelf in the position of
having to take jnstructions from the member
for Perth.

Mr. Lambert: The member for Perth ia
starting very early to eackle.

My, Teesdale: So long as vou do not lay,
it will be all right.

Ar. KEXNEALLY: T hope that the Gov-
ernment at an early date will give attention

to the question of transport in this State.
Railways are necessary to earry on the busi-
ness of the country, but one section of rail-
way, wiforiunately, traverses the centre of
the city, as a result of which certain por-
tions of the population are frequently sub-
jected to temporary isolation. The previous
Parliament eonsidered the question of im-
provements to the Swan River, and the mea-
sure introdueed to aunthorise those improve-
ments showed that the (iovernmeunt were
capable of taking a broad view of public
affairs. Let me express the hope that a
similarly broad view will be taken of the
problem of transport. Tf the railway
is to continue to wrum through the
centre of the vecity, better provision
mnst be made to meet the convenience of
the people who at present are subjeet to
delay and the loss that it entails. Loss
of time is oceasioned to traffic at the
Melbourne-road erossing. No doubt the
mention of the Melbourne-road crossing
delavs will evoke some little support also
from the other side of the House.

Mr. Mann: Hear, hear!

Mr. KENXEALLY: T fully expected a
little euncouragement from that quarter,
but we must not eonfine attention to the
Melbourne-road crossing. There is a place
called Eazt Perth, in which distriet are
several erossings that call for improvement
by the provision of either bridges or sub-
wayvs., | compliment the Government on
the attention thev have devoted to the
question of mivration. This question is
inseparably associated with that of unem-

plovinent. At present there is a system in
vogne wnder which people are being

brought tu the State—T say ‘‘brought™
advisedly—under conditions that sail very
close to the prohibitive sections of the
Commonwealth  Tmmigration Aet. This
State is being practically flooded by the
introduetion of southern Europeans, angd
while those people are able immediately on
their arrival to secure employment, many
of our own citizens eannot obtain work.
T am not going to sayv that the prevalence
of vnemployment can he atiributed more
to one Government than to another. T had
aceasion to speak of nnemployment when
Governments other than Labour were in
power. Western \ustralia is a State whose
people are enzaged in what mayv be termed
seasonal occupations. and nntil we sueceed
in developing secondary industries, there
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will be a portion of the year during which
unemployment will be experienced. The
records show that the State has received
a net increase of 2,000 southern Europeans
during the last 12 months. It is impossibie
for us to find emplovment for that number
of new arrivals in addition to the people
already settled in the State. I realise that
the State Government have no control over
migration, but I bring the guestion for-
ward in the hope that the Premier will
make representations to the Federal Gov-
ernment with a view to ascertaining
whether it is possible to introduce the
quota system, as is done in Ameriea, and
thus resirief the number of sonthern
Europeans permitted to come here.
Amerieca has the problem of a large
eolonred population, and people who have
studied the question from the point of view
of that country are agreed that the diffi-
culties oecasioned by the coloured popala-
tion are only slightly greater than those
arising from the fooding of the connfry
with southern BEuropeans and thus lower-
ing the mentality of the nation. We would
be wise to fackle the problem early.
Thanks to the wisdom of former legisla-
tors, supported by the men who are legis-
lating for Australia to-day, we have sne-
cessfully avoided the troubles that arise
from a coloured population, Having
avoided the first trouble, are we going to
tackle the question of the influx of south-
ern Europeans and thus avoid the second
trouble? I hope the Government will find
“it possible to take such steps as will guard
against an influx of people, whose presence
is liable to reduce the average mentality
of our people or operate detrimentally to
those alreadv established in the State and
in need of employment. While the Labour
Government have been responsible for the
introduction of much legislation that has
benefited the conntry, I hope the delibera-
tions of the present Parliament will resualt
in placing on the statute-book additional
measures of social reform, the need for
which was recognised by the eleetors in
returning Labour to power for another
term. There are varions measures coming
within the purview of the State Parliament
that demand early attention. The measures
I have in mind would not only prove of
immense benefit to the community bui
would assist the State to flourish as it
should do. One of the most important
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measures of reform is that relating to child
endowment, The movement started re-
cently to bring prominently before the
people the need for a system of child en-
dowment is still fresh in the minds of
members. Child endowment is no new idea
in Australia and it does not represent any
attempt to establish a new social order, An
experiment that has recently been made in
one of the States will be watched with in-
tevest, but I hope that no opportunity will
be lost to afford similar assistance to the
motherhood of this State. Twoe years ago
Parliaoment passed an Industrial Arhitration
Act Amendment Bill, which had for its ob-
jeet the granting to workers of an adequate
wage. Had the method therein preseribed of
computing the basie wage Dbeen eontinued,
there is not the slightest doubt that the work-
ers would have obtained some relief. We
find, however, that the system of computa-
tion has been altered and the wage supposed
to be necessary for a worker ig fixed on what
is known as the four-unit basis, namely, a
man, his wife and two children. Previously
it was compuied on the five-unit basis,
namely, a man, his wife and three children.
We in this Chamber should not hesitate to
say that that basis of eomputation shonid
continue to operate. Parliament having
agreed to that basis should be prepared to
erant childhood endowment in order to make
good the defieieney. I trust that the deliber-
agions of this House will result in benefit
to the State and that the various reforms
so essential to the prosperity of the eouniry
will receive due eonsideration, so that when
we reach the end of our labours, we shall
be able to say we have done at least some-
thing teo secure the suceess of Western Aus-
tralia, in which we ave all so interested,

MR. ROWE (North-East Frcmantle)
{3.57]: I rise formally to second the motion
moved by the member for Earst Perth,

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.,

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [3.58]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, 2nd August, at 4.30 p.m,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 3.59 p.m.



